Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ROME 07530 091730Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-00 10-13 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 DHA-02 MCT-01 /080 W 

100327Z 098773 /64 

R091615ZMAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4465 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 7530 

FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OEFICE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, ES, VT 

SUBJECT: POPE’S APPEAL FOR LIBERATION OE FOR MIN OF EL SALVADOR 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. DURING ADDRESS AT A BEAUTIFICATION CEREMONY MAY 8, 

POPE PAUL MADE URGENT PUBLIC APPEAL FOR THE RELEASE 
OF 

FORMIN OF EL SALVADOR WHO WAS KIDNAPPED SEVERAL WEEKS 
AGO. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

2. COMMENT: TIMING OF POPE PAUL'S DIRECT HUMANITARIAN 
APPEAL MAY BE RELATED TO (1) RECENT INCIDENT INVOLVING 
ARREST MAY 1 OF JESUIT IN EL SALVADOR, (2) THE 
ACCUSATION THAT JESUITS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
ABDUCTION OF FORMIN, AND (3) THE VATICAN'S FEAR 

OF POSSIBLE RETALIATION AGAINST CLERGY. RADIO 
VATICANO ON MAY 4 PROVIDED COMMENTARY ON INCIDENT, 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ROME 07530 091730Z 

POINTING OUT THAT THE JESUIT HAD BEEN ARRESTED 
ON FALSE CHARGES AND THAT THE GOE HAD NOT 
PERMITTED THE ARCHBISHOP TO VISIT THE PRISONER. 

COMMENTARY ALSO MENTIONED ACCUSATION BY SOME 
GROUPS THAT JESUITS HAD ABDUCTED FORMIN AND 
THREAT THAT IF MINISTER WERE KILLED, "THERE 
WOULD BE REPRISALS ON THE JESUITS AND OTHER 
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MEMBERS OF THE CLERGY." END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE.GARDNER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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